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peror Trajan was delivered from theplace of punishment
at the prayers of St. Gregory the First; but Baronius
says, concerning this and similar stories, " Away with
idle tales; silence once for all on empty fables; be they
buried in eternal silence. We excuse those who, ac-
counting true what they received as fact, committed it
to writing ; praise to their zeal, who, when they found
it asserted, discussed in scholastic fashion how it might
be ; but more praise to them who, scenting the false-
hood, detected the error."? Melchior Canus, again, a
Dominican and a Divine of Trent, uses the same
language even of St. Gregory's Dialogues and the
Ecclesiastical History of Becle. "They are most
eminent persons," he says, " but still men ; they relate
certain miracles as commonly reported and believed,
which critics, especially of this age, will consider un-
certain. Indeed, I should like those histories better,
if their authors had joined more care in selection
to severity in judgment ;"* though he adds that far
more was to be retained in their works ' than was
to be rejected. He does not, however, speak even in
these measured terms of the Speculum Exemplorum,
and the Aurea Legenda of Jacobus de Voragine; the
former of which, he says, contains "monsters of
miracles rather than truths;" and the latter is the
production of " an iron mouth, a leaden heart, and an
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